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Executive Summary
Study Objective:
The objectives of the study are to collect and analyze alumni perceptions of the
educational experience and professional preparation at the University of Texas-School of
Public Health (UT-SPH), and to collect and analyze career path, work setting and
occupational responsibilities of graduates.

Population

The population for the study is all graduates (MPH, MS, DrPH, PhD) in the graduating
classes of 1995, 2000 and 2004 (n=473). The data were collected via a paper-based self
administered survey instrument. A total of 135 completed surveys were received for a
response rate of 29%. Adjusting the rate for surveys returned as undeliverable (n=67)
yields a responses rate of 33%.

Survey Methodology

The survey instrument was initially mailed out on January 11, 2006. The mailing
included a survey instrument accompanied by an explanatory cover letter. A second
mailing occurred January 18, 2006 and was in the form of a post card. A third mailing
occurred on February 1, 2006 and included a revised explanatory cover letter. The
survey instrument consisted of Likert type scale response options, mutually exclusive
closed-end response options, multiple response options and written comments.

Results

The overall sample is composed of 135 respondents from the 1995 (24.4%), 2000
(28.9%) and the 2004 (46.7%) cohorts. The majority of respondents received the degree
of MPH (75.6%), followed by PhD (9.6%), MS (8.1%) and DrPH (6.7%).

The majority of respondents (95.3%) reported that they would recommend UT-H SPH to
others who are interested in graduate study in public health. In the 2000 cohort, 97.2%
would recommend the School, followed by the 1995 cohort (96.6%), and the 2004 cohort
(93.5%).

Modules

The most frequently reported modules are Community Health (20.0%), Health Services
Organization (14.1%), Disease Control (11.9%) and Health Promotion/Health Education
(11.9%). Epidemiology (12.6%) is the most frequently reported discipline, followed by
Behavioral Sciences (8.9%) and Biometry (6.7%). A discipline was not reported for
61.5% of respondents. Of the respondents reporting that they attended a satellite campus
(n=21), the San Antonio campus was the most frequently reported (52.4%).

Continuing Education

Additional health education after graduating from UT-SPH was sought by 30.4% of the
respondents (20.0% degree seeking, 10.4% non-degree seeking). The 1995 cohort had
the largest percent of respondents seeking further health education (33.4%), followed by
the 2004 cohort (30.5%) and the 2000 cohort (28.2%). Among the different degree
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recipient types, MPH and MS recipients were most likely to purse additional health
education (35.7% and 36.4%).

Resources

When asked what resources were the most helpful in finding their first job after leaving
UT-SPH, 75.0% of the respondents replied “Other”. The second most frequently
reported resource is “Other UT-SPH resources (faculty, students, job postings, etc.)”,
which was cited by 21.4% of the overall sample.

The majority of respondents (78.5%) report holding full-time employment. Educational
institutions are the most frequently (37.5%) reported places of employment, followed by
hospital or health care providers (25.9%), and government agencies (24.1%).

Present Occupation

The most frequently reported present occupation is “not in public health” (20.9%). Of
public health careers, Epidemiologist is the most frequently reported (16.4%), followed
by “other public health occupations” (16.4%), behavioral or social scientist (8.2%), and
health educator (8.2%).

Job Responsibilities

When respondents were asked about what public health responsibilities they have on their
present job, 22.4% relied “Monitoring community health status”. “Educating the public
about health issues” was reported by 19.0%, followed by “Conducting research” (14.7%),
and “Investigating community health problems and hazards” (11.2%).

Income

The median current annual salary is $70,000 to $79,999. There is a significant difference
in median salary based on graduation year. Median current annual salary of $90,000 to
$99,999 was reported in the 1995 cohort. The 2000 cohort reported a median of $80,000
to $89,999, and the 2004 cohort reported a median of $50,000 to $59,999.

Academic programs and outcomes are spoken of favorably by most respondents. Most of
the respondents (77.0%) agreed that the academic standards of UT-H SPH were about
right in terms of rigor. They also agreed that the course work enabled them to meet
program objectives (79.9%), and that courses were available so that they could finish
their programs in a timely manner (82.8%). Overall, 73.1% agreed that UT-H SPH met
their expectations.

Comments concerning the thesis/dissertation are mostly favorable. Most respondents
(71.6%) felt that the thesis/dissertation was a valuable culminating experience. Seventy-
eight percent agreed that it helped them to integrate the breadth of public health
knowledge, and 75.4% felt that it gave them the opportunity to apply the knowledge
gained in their education towards a relevant public health problem. Only 57.0% felt the
thesis/dissertation helped prepared them for a career in public health.

Research and internship opportunities received favorable comments from most
respondents. Sixty-one percent of respondents report that the school provided adequate
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research opportunity. The also agreed that their research experience at UT-H SPH
provided them with the skills to evaluated scientific literature (74.4%), develop solutions
to scientific/public health problems (74.2%), and to communicate findings effectively
(80.0%).

Of the respondents who commented about internships or field experience, these
comments were also favorable. The majority of respondents (65.5%) agreed that their
internship/practicum helped them put theory into action. They also agreed (68.5%) that
the internship/practicum was valuable to their career.

The majority of respondents (53.8%) reported that it took them longer to complete their
degree than anticipated. This percentage was significantly different among the different
graduating classes. Among 1995 graduates, 26.7% report degree completion taking
longer than anticipated. Among 2004 graduates the percentage is 71.0%.

The majority of respondents (95.3%) would recommend UT-H SPH to others who are
interested in graduates study in public health.
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Degree Type
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The majority of respondents (75.6%) hold a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree,
followed by Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) (9.6%) and Master of Science (8.1%). Finally,
6.7% of respondents hold a Doctor of Public Health degree.

Degree Type by Gender
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Females make up the majority of the sample (60.9%). They are also the majority across
degrees received, with the exception of the PhD in which men hold in a larger percentage
(58.3%).
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Modules
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Community Health is the module in which the majority (26.7%) of respondents reported
as the primary focus of their work. Health Services Organization is next with 18.8% of
respondents reporting it as a primary focus. This was followed by Disease Control and
Health Promotion/Education which both have 15.8% of the respondents. Of 135
respondents, 25.2% did not report a module.
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Epidemiology is the disciple of primary focus for most respondents (32.7%). This is
followed by Behavioral Sciences (23.1%) and Biometry (17.3%).
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Additional Education

(Pursued further health education since graduating from UT-SPH)
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The majority of respondents (68.9%) did not seek any further health education after
completing of their degrees at the School of Public Health. This trend is consistent across
graduating year cohorts.

First Job Search

(Which of these were helpful in finding a job after graduation)
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Almost half (46.7%) of respondents answered “Other”, when asked what was most
helpful in finding a job after leaving UT-SPH. Of those answering “Other”, 28.6%
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reported that they were already employed at the completion of their degrees. Another
12.7% reported the internet as being helpful in finding their first job after graduation.

Employment Status
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Seventy-five percent of respondents report having full-time employment at the time of
the survey. More recent 2004 graduates have a slightly lower percentage of reported full-
time employment than earlier graduates. Looking at employment status by degree, 100%
of DrPH respondents were working full-time, compared to 92.3% of PhD respondents,
77.6% of MPH respondents and 50.0% of MS respondents.
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Place of Employment
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The majority of respondents (31.1%) report an Educational Institution as their current
place of employment. This is followed by Hospital or other health care providers
(21.5%) and Government (20.0%). Government includes Federal, State and Local public
health or other health agencies, as well as the US military. Over the years, the number of
respondents reporting employment for a Hospital or other health care provider, more than
doubled. Across degree types, Educational Institutions are reported most frequently as
current place of employment.

Which of the following currently describes you present occupation?

Occupation 1995 2000 2004 Total Population
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)

Behavioral or social scientist 4 (13.8%) 2 (5.9%) 3 (6.4%) 9 (8.2%)
Biostatistician 1 (3.4%) 1(2.9%) 3 (6.4%) 5 (4.5%)
Epidemiologist 3 (10.3%) 5(14.7%) 10 (21.3%) 18 (16.4%)
Health Educator 1 (3.4%) 3 (8.8%) 5 (10.6%) 9 (8.2%)
Public health physician, dentist 3 (10.3%) 2 (5.9%) 1(2.1%) 6 (5.5%)
Health planner or policy analyst 1 (3.4%) 2 (5.9%) 1 (2.1%) 4 (3.6%)
Health services administrator 5 (17.2%) 2 (5.9%) 1(2.1%) 8 (7.3%)
Environmental health specialist 0 2 (5.9%) 0 2 (1.8%)
Industrial hygiene safety/specialist 0 1(2.9%) 3 (6.4%) 4 (3.6%)
Laboratory scientist 1 (3.4%) 1(2.9%) 2 (4.3%) 4 (3.6%)
Other public health occupation 2 (6.9%) 7 (20.6%) 9 (19.1%) 18 (16.4%)
Not in public health 8 (27.6%) 6 (17.6%) 9 (19.1%) 23 (20.9%)
Total 29 (100%) 34 (100%) 47 (100%) 110 (100%)

The most frequent answer in describing present occupation is “Not in public health”
(20.9%). This is followed by Epidemiologist (16.4%) and “Other public health
occupation” (16.4%).
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By degree types, most MPH respondents reported “Other public health occupations.
Most MS respondents reported being Epidemiologist (42.9%). Behavioral or social
scientist was the most frequently reported DrPH occupation (62.5%). PhDs reported
Biostatistician most often (33.3%).

What responsibilities related to public health do you have in your present job?

Occupation 1995 2000 2004 Total Population
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)

Monitoring community health 7 (23.3%) 9(24.3%) 10 (20.4%) 26 (22.4%)
Investigating community health problems 3 (10.0%) 6 (16.2%) 4 (8.2%) 13 (11.2%)
Educating the public about health issues 9 (30.0%) 6 (16.2%) 7 (14.3%) 22 (19.0%)
Organizing community groups 0 0 1 (2.0%) 1 (0.9%)
Developing community health policies 0 1 (2.7%) 0 1 (0.9%)
Enforcing health and safety laws 0 1 (2.7%) 3 (6.1%) 4 (3.4%)
Providing personal health services 2 (6.7%) 2 (5.4%) 6 (12.2%) 10 (8.6%)
Educating health personnel 1 (3.3%) 2 (5.4%) 1(2.0%) 4 (3.4%)
Evaluating health services 1 (3.3%) 3 (8.1%) 2 (4.1%) 6 (5.2%)
Conducting researching 3 (10.0%) 3 (8.1%) 11 (22.4%) 17 (14.7%)
Other 1 (3.3%) 0 1 (2.0%) 2 (1.7%)
None related to public health 3 (10.0%) 4 (10.8%) 3 (6.1%) 10 (8.6%)
Total 30 (100%) 37 (100%) 49 (100%) 116 (100%)

The most frequently reported responsibility related to public health is “Monitoring
community health status” (22.4%). Selected responsibilities did show change over the
years. The percentage of respondents reporting “Educating the public about health
issues” in their present job decreased from 30.0% to 14.3%. The percentage of
respondents reporting “Conducting research” as part of their present job more than
doubled from 10.0% to 22.4%.

The most frequently reported responsibilities varied among different degree types.
“Monitoring community health status” was the most frequently reported among MPH
(24.1%) and MS (42.9%) respondents. “Educating the public about health issues” was
most frequently reported among DrPH respondents (22.2%). PhD respondents reported
“Conducting research” most frequently (38.5%).
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Current Annual Salary Range
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The primary trend in the graph above shows that salary increases as career experience
increases. The median salary category is $70,000 to $79,999. Respondents who
graduated in 1995 are the top earners, followed by 2000 graduates and 2004 graduates.
Looking at the top earners (>$120,000), 1995 graduates have a higher percentage
(33.3%) of top earners than respondents graduating more recently.

Current Annual Salary Range
by Degree
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A significantly larger percentage of DrPH/PhD graduates are at or above the median
salary when compared to the MPH/MS graduates.
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Academic Programs and Outcomes
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AND OUTCOMES

The academic standards at the School of Public Health were about right in terms of
rigor.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 77.0% of respondents in
the overall sample. Responses range from 70.2% of the 2004 cohort to 86.7% in the
2000 cohort. In the overall sample, 14.9% reported a “neutral” response.

The School provided courses enabling me to meet my program objectives.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 79.9% of respondents in
the overall sample. Respondents from 1995 were in the most agreement (87.9%) when
compared to 2000 (84.6%), and 2004 (72.6%).

Courses were available so that I could finish my program in a timely manner.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 82.8% of respondents in
the overall sample. Respondents from 1995 were in the most agreement (90.9%),
compared to 2000 (89.7%), and 2004 (74.2%).

I was satisfied with the number of courses available in my program area.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 70.7% of respondents in
the overall sample. The largest percent in agreement are the 1995 respondents. This was
followed by the 2000 (71.8%) and 2004 respondents (65.6%)
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I would have liked the opportunity to take evening classes.

Less than half (44.5%) of respondents agree/strongly agree that they would have liked to
take evening classes. Almost one third (30.5%) had a neutral opinion. Respondents for
all three years had similar responses, with agreement ranging from 43.2% to 45.5%.

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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The educational experience | had as a student at the School of Public Health met my
expectations.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 73.1% of respondents in
the overall sample, but that percentage decreased across the cohorts. Of the 1995
graduates, 84.8% agreed, but among the 2004 graduates, only 62.9% agreed.

My UT-H SPH education has prepared me to meet the demands of my current or
first public-health related job after leaving the School.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 72.1% of respondents in
the overall sample. Among the 3 cohorts, agreement ranged from 75.0% (1995) to 66.7%
(2004).

The thesis/dissertation helped me to integrate the breadth of public health
knowledge.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 78.2% of respondents in
the overall sample. Among the 3 cohorts, agreement ranged from 81.3% (1995) to 75.8%
(2004).
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The thesis/dissertation gave me the opportunity to apply the knowledge that I
gained in my educational program towards a relevant public health problem.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 75.4% of respondents in
the overall sample. The 3 cohorts had very similar responses to this question. The
percentage of agreement ranged from 74.2% (2004) to 76.9% (2000).

I found the thesis/dissertation to be a useful culminating experience for my degree
program.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 72.4% of respondents in
the overall sample. Responses range from 74.4% of the 2000 cohort to 71.0% in the 2004
cohort. In the overall sample, 14.9% reported a “neutral” response.

The thesis/dissertation helped to prepare me for a public health career.

In the overall sample, 57.0% of respondents agree/strongly agree that the
thesis/dissertation prepared them for a career in public health. Among the 3 cohorts,
agree/strongly agree ranged from 55.0% (2004) to 59.5% (2000). “Neutral” was the
response for 26.6% of the overall sample.

Do you think your thesis/dissertation was a valuable culminating experience?

In the overall sample, 71.6% of respondents agree/strongly agree that the
thesis/dissertation was a valuable culminating experience. There are similar impression
between the cohorts with agree/strongly agree ranging from 69.4% (2004) to 74.4%
(2004).
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AND OUTCOMES (For MPH and DrPH graduates only)

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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My UT-SPH program enabled me to synthesize and integrate the knowledge
acquired in course work and other learning experiences.

The question receives a response of agree/strongly agree from 78.4% of respondent in the
overall sample. There was some change in agreement across the cohorts, with the 1995
cohort having the largest percentage of those agreeing (87.1%), and the 2004 cohort
having the lowest percentage of agreeing (69.8%).

My UT-SPH program provided me with an understanding of the areas of
knowledge which are basic to public health (biostatistics, epidemiology,
environmental sciences, health services, administration, social and behavioral
sciences).

The question received a response of agree/strongly disagree from 83.5% of respondents
in the overall sample. Responses ranged from 75.5% in the 2004 cohort to 90.3% in both
the 1995 and 2000 cohorts.

My UT-SPH program provided skills and experience in applying basic public health
concepts and specialty knowledge to the solution of community health problems.

The question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 76.5% of the respondents
in the overall sample. There was a large change in agreement between the 2000 cohort
(90.3%) and the 2004 cohort (66.0%). There was also a large change between these
cohorts in the percentage of individuals answering “neutral” (9.7% to 24.5%).
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AND OUTCOME (For MS and PhD graduates only)

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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My research degree program adequately prepared me for an academic career.

The question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 76.3% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement ranged from 66.7% in the 2000 cohort, to 87.5% in the
1995 cohort. In the overall sample, 15.8% of respondents recorded “neutral” as a
response.

My UT-SPH degree program provided me with a public health perspective in the
application of my specialty area.

The question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 82.1% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement ranged from 75.0% in the 2000 cohort, to 100% in the
1995 cohort. In the overall sample, 15.8% of respondents recorded “neutral” as a
response.
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EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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If you took any classes where Interactive Television (ITV) was utilized, was your
experience satisfactory?

In the overall sample, more than half (59.2%) of respondents answered “no” to this
question. A closer look at the cohorts found that there are significant differences in
satisfaction among graduation years. In the 1995 cohort, satisfaction was very low with
only 10.3% of respondents answering “yes”. In the 2000 cohort there was significant
improvement, with 47.1% of respondents answering yes. Inthe 2004 cohort, the majority
of respondents (52.6%) recorded that, “yes”, they were satisfied with ITV.

If it had been available, would you have chosen to take a course online?

In the overall sample, less than half of the respondents (43.3%) reported that they would
have taken a course online if it were available. This is consistent across the cohorts with
the percentage of “yes” responses ranging from 40.5% in the 2000 cohort, to 45.9% in the
2004 cohort.

Would you take a continuing education workshop if available online in the future?
In the overall sample, 69.3% of respondents reported that they would take a continuing
education work shop, if it was available online. This is consistent across the cohorts with
the percentage of “yes” responses ranging from 65.5% in the 1995 cohort, to 69.4% in the
2000 cohort.
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If it had been available, would you have chosen to take a course by computer-based
instruction?

In the overall sample, less that half (44.4%) of respondents report that they would have
chosen to take a course by computer-based instruction. This is consistent across the
cohorts, with percentages of “yes” responses ranging from 38.9% in the 2000 cohort to
49.2% in the 2004 cohort.

Would you take a course if available online in the future?

In the overall sample, more than half of the respondents (57.6%) reported that they would
be willing to take a course online in the future. This is consistent across the cohorts, with
percentage of “yes” responses ranging from 55.2% in the 1995 cohort to 58.3% in the
2004 cohort.

Would you take a degree program if available online in the future?

In the overall sample, less than a third of the respondents (26.8%) reported that they
would be willing to take a degree program if it were available online in the future. This
IS consistent across the cohorts, with percentage of “yes” responses ranging from 18.9%
in the 2000 cohort to 31.0% in the 1995 cohort.
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RESEARCH/INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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The school provided adequate research opportunities for me.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 61.1% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement was the highest in 2000 (74.3%), and lower in 1995
(55.2%) and 2004 (57.4%). In the overall sample, 25.6% of respondents recorded
“neutral” as a response.

My research experience provided me the skills to evaluate the scientific literature
critically.
This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 74.4% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement ranged from 65.5% in the 1995 cohort, to 82.9% in the
2000 cohort. In the overall sample, 20.0% of respondents recorded “neutral” as a
response.

My research experience provided me the skills to develop my own solution to the
scientific/public health problem.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 74.2% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement was 82.1% and 82.9% in the 1995 and 2000 cohorts.
Agreement was lower in the 2004 cohort at 65.6%. In the overall sample, 20.2% of
respondents recorded “neutral” as a response.
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My research experience provided me the skills to communicate my findings
effectively.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 80.0% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement was highest in the 2000 cohort with 91.4% responding
agree/strongly agree. Percentages were similar in 1995 (75.9%) and 2004 (75.4%). In
the overall sample, 16.8% of respondents recorded a “neutral” response.

Academic Programs and Outcomes
(percent strongly agree/agree)
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My research experience provided me with research ethics training.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 68.0% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement was fairly similar across the cohorts, ranging from 65.5%
in the 1995 cohort, to 74.3% in the 2000 cohort. In the overall sample, 25.6% of
respondents recorded a “neutral” response.

I had the opportunity to develop a field experience that was appropriate to my
career needs.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 65.5% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement was fairly similar across the cohorts, ranging from 60.7%
in the 1995 cohort, to 68.8% in the 2000 cohort. The differences in the cohorts were in
those answering disagree/strongly disagree. In the 1995 cohort, 32.1% of respondents
answered disagree/strongly disagree. Only 6% of respondents in 2000 and 2004
answered disagree/strongly disagree. These groups were significantly different.
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If available during my degree program, this internship/practicum experience helped
me put theory into application.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 65.5% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement ranged from 60.7% in the 1995 cohort to 68.8% in the
2000 cohort. The percentage of “neutral” responses was different across the cohorts.
Only 7.1% of the 1995 cohort answered “neutral”, in contrast to 25.0% and 27.1% in the
2000 and 2004 cohorts. These differences are significant.

If available during my degree program, the internship/practicum experience was
valuable to my career.

This question received a response of agree/strongly agree from 68.9% of respondents in
the overall sample. Agreement varied among the cohorts, with 86.4% of the 2000 cohort
agreeing, and 58.0% agreeing in the 2004 cohort. In the overall sample, 24.4% of
respondents recorded a “neutral” response.

COMMENTS

Did it take you longer to get your degree than anticipated?

In the overall sample, 53.8% of the respondents reported that it took them longer to get
their degree than anticipated. There was a significant difference in this percentage across
cohorts. In the 1995 cohort, 26.7% of respondents responded “yes”. This percentage
increased to 47.4% in the 2000 cohort, and 71.0% in the 2004 cohort.

Overall Sample

Degree took longer than anticipated Count Percent
Yes 70 53.8%
No 60 46.2%

By Graduating Year Cohort

Graduating year Yes No
n (%) n (%)
1995 8 (26.7%) 22 (73.3%)
2000 18 (47.4%) 20 (52.6%)
2004 44 (71.0%) 18 (29.0%)
All Years 70 (53.8%) 60 (46.2%)
p=.00
By Degree Type
Degree Yes No
n (%) n (%)
MPH 51 (52.0%) 47 (48.0%)
MS 7 (63.6%) 4 (36.4%)
DrPH 6 (66.7%) 3 (33.3%)
PhD 6 (50.0%) 6 (50.0%)
All Degrees 70 (53.8%) 60 (46.2%)
p=.74
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What would have helped you complete your degree sooner?

Comments Count Percent
Nothing 17 12.6%
Not working full-time 7 5.2%
Evening classes 6 4.4%
Better advisor relations 5 3.7%

What skills acquired at UT-H SPH have been the most useful in your career?

Comment Count Percent
Statistics 18 13.3%
Epidemiology 14 10.4%
Research skills 11 8.1%
Evaluating research 5 3.7%

What aspects of public health practice or research were not adequately addresses in
your program at UT-H SPH?

Comment Count Percent
None 10 7.4%
Statistics 5 3.7%
Statistical Software 3 2.2%

Of those respondents who had comments, 10 of them felt that everything was adequately
covered in their program. Of the other comments, many respondents commented about
biostatistics. They specifically felt as if applied statistical analysis was not adequately
addressed in their 